Trinity Tablet, September 1870 by Trinity College
Trinity College
Trinity College Digital Repository
Trinity Tablet (1868-1908) Trinity Serial Publications (1824 - present)
9-28-1870
Trinity Tablet, September 1870
Trinity College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/tablets
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Trinity Serial Publications (1824 - present) at Trinity College Digital Repository. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Trinity Tablet (1868-1908) by an authorized administrator of Trinity College Digital Repository.
Recommended Citation
Trinity College, "Trinity Tablet, September 1870" (1870). Trinity Tablet (1868-1908). 29.
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/tablets/29
TttE 
Tfl IN ITY Ti\BlET, 
VoL. III. HARTFORD, CONN., SEPTEMBER . 28, 1870. No. IX. 
During the vacation the following document is 
said to have been found at the foot of one of the 
trees in the cam pus. 
THE PETITION OF SUNDRY LIFE TEN-
ANTS OF THE COLLEGE CAMPUS. 
To the Trustees qf Trinity College: 
Whereas we're made to understand 
The trustees of this goodly land 
To thrust us from the soil intend, 
And to our lives thus put an end; 
Before their thoughts find vent in acts 
We would present the following facts. 
First, 'tis a truth well-known to all, 
From homely cot to statd_v hall, 
That of the College Campus green 
We the occupants have been 
Time out of mind; for long before 
The foot of man dared walk the shore 
Of yon fair brook, whose grateful tide 
Loiters these flowering lawns beside, 
We or our fathers ruled supreme 
O'er shadowy glade and murmuring stream. 
Years after, when the hand of man 
Within these solimdes began 
To build a home, we still were spared. 
No venturous mortal ever dared 
Encroach upon our ancient right 
With human skill or human might. 
From year to year the passer by, 
Pausing beneath our branches high, 
Would rest, right grateful for the shade 
Their graceful network kindly made. 
Or later, when on sable wings 
An end of toil the twilight brings, 
Bright youths and maidens oft would come 
To dance, until the deepening gloom 
Warned them of home ; when two by two 
They went o'er meadows damp with dew. 
Nay more. Full many a youth has strayed 
To con, beneath our sheltering shade, 
The hated page, the learned lore 
Despairing students count a hore; 
This task fulfilled, has laid him down 
Upon the sward to smooth the frown 
Gathering upon his wearied brow. 
Meanwhile the rustling music low 
That vibrates through our branches brings 
Forgetfulness of outward things. 
With soft closed eyes, and waving hair, 
He sleeps upon the meadow fair. 
Such was our life in days of yore. 
Alas! may it be ours no more? 
May we no longer live to grace 
These storied buildings, and the place 
Where nature should with art combine 
T' adorn Philosophy divine? 
0 by our honorable line, 
-By those who in the olden days 
Paced thoughtful these sequestered ways, 
Rejoicing in our grateful shade, 
And silent, unobtrusive aid 
In gu,iding heavenward thoughts too prone 
To cling to earth-this boon alone, 
This one boon grant, the time to die, 
And with our mouldering sires lie. 
~ And, though your sacreligious hand 
May drive us from this happy land, 
There will be some to shed a tear 
Of sadness o'er our lonely bier ; 
Some few to recollect the cheer 
We gave while still we lingered here, 
A sight of beauty far and wide 
O'er flo.wery mead, and green hillside. 
OAK, MAPLE, ELM, WALNUT, &c., &c. 
Innumerable other signatures. 
Trinity College, Sept. 1870. 
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WHY NOT? 
Is there any adequate reason why we should 
not have a New England College Press Asso-
ciation? We confine ourselves to New .Eng-
land, not because we have any particular ani-
mosity towards any college papers published 
outside of this particular locality, but from the 
evident impracticabilities which would result 
from giving to the organization more extensive 
geographical limits. The raison d'etre of college 
publications, especially papers, is answered in 
the firm foothold which they have gained in all 
our more prominent literary institutions. There 
is to-day in this country no college of any liter-
ary pretension whatsoever, but has its paper or 
its magazine, and, indeed, so far has this mat-
ter of enterprise been carried that even boys' 
boarding scholars and young ladies' seminaries 
are fast becoming aspirants for newspaper hon-
ors. But the conundrum composer of our 
editorial board jogs our elbow and attempts to 
puzzle us with the query " What good will it 
do?" There are always two ways of answer-
ing a question, one is to make light of it, the 
other is to reply in a serious vein. We prefer 
the latter. 
It is true we have no telegraph or cable 
dispatches regarding the expense of which a 
conference of the general newspaper press now 
and then is considered of advantage to all con-
cerned. In other respects, however, our posi-
tions are the same with the single exception 
that our affairs are of necessity conducted upon 
a more limited scale. The matters of adver-
tising, contributions, anonymous communica-
tions, subscriptions, elections of editorial boards 
' publishing and kindred subjects are affairs with 
which we all have to deal and a general discuss-
ion of which by a regularly organized association 
in convention assembled, would certainly do no 
harm to those who chose to participate, and if 
we judge aright might prove of incalculable 
value to us as amateur editors. An interchange 
of views is at all times agreeable and beneficial 
through the medium of our exchanges, and we 
conceive that if this method, pleasant though it 
is, could once a year, or oftener if necessary, 
resolve itself into a convention of college quill-
drivers we anticipate that the change would meet 
with general approbation. Socially considered, 
we know of no organizations more enjoyable 
than those composed of students, and if they 
have in addition to their general social qualities a 
slight dash of the genuine Bohemian, their com-
pany will be all the more agreeable. 
What we would propose then is simply this. 
Let the college editors of New England form 
themselves into an organization bearing the 
title, such as we have suggested in this article; 
let a convention be held once a year for the 
purpose of discussing all matters appertaining 
to the editing and publishing of college papers-
we would propose Boston or Springfield as the 
place, and the time December ; let the conven-
tion be held for one day only, with morning 
and afternoon sessions, and finally let there be 
a supper in the evening, at which the feast of 
reason shall be supplanted by a flow of soul. 
There are other points, such as membership, 
officers, the reading of essays, and the delivery 
of poems and orations before the association 
upon which we will not touch at present. 
We have brought out this subject because it 
struck us favorably. We believe it is a project 
which is feasible and one which can be accom-
plished without much trouble or expense. Will 
our New England exchanges tell us -why not? 
AN APPEAL. 
DEAR TABLET :-If you are not already bur-
dened with too much business of the same sort, 
will you permit .me to say a few words upon a 
matter whicl;i .calls for reform no less loudly 
than some othe,rs .of those which have excited 
your ire ? I ,re(er to the Commencement 
dinner. 
The place -~here, for the last few years, this 
annual banqt,tet (?) has been served, is in almost 
every respect unfitced for such a purpose; and, 
with a hp~el i.n ~he ~it_y_justly cekb.rat~d .through-
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out New England for the excellence of its 
culinary department, it is inexcusable that we 
alumni should be compelled to dine at a sec-
ond-rate tavern. The paltry pecuniary consid-
eration which, I am given to understand, is al-
leged as the reason for having the dinner at the 
United States Hotel instead of the Allyn 
House is totally inadequate to excuse those 
having this matter in charge. If the financial 
tide is really at an ehb, it can certainly be 
raised to high water mark by a draft upon the 
Library Fund-a method of replenishment 
which is not entirely unknown at Trinity. I 
will not go so far as to hint that the money of 
the Library Fund would be more wisely invest-
ed than it is likely to be at present, but really, 
when it comes to a question of filling the 
stomachs of men or of book-worms, ought not 
the human creatures to have the preference ? 
But seriously, Me srs. Editors, the Com-
mencement dinners for several years past have 
been simple impositions upon the graduates, who 
certainly have a right to expect at least liberal 
hospitality from their .Alma Mater. Do the 
authorities think to increase our love for our 
college by asking us, after we have sat through 
a long morning at the Opera House, to partake 
of an ill-cooked, ill-served, and comfortless 
meal ?-or do they hope to mortify the flesh 
by such a dinner, in order that the spiritual man 
being thus roused to greater activity, the speech-
es may be more brilliant? In either case, I am 
not of those who think that "the end justifies 
the means " 
This year's dinner was no exception to the 
general rule. Even now I have shuddering vis-
ions of lobster's claws floating about in the 
stewed tomato, of salmon half raw and mutton 
boiled till it resembled leather, and of pine-apple 
ice liberally dosed with "villanous saltpetre." 
A person ordering roast beef was fortunate if the 
waiter brought him anything within twenty 
minutes, and was to be envied if even then he 
got what he wanted. While no wine was al-
lowed to the guests, several of the waiters had 
evidently been liberally supplied with the for-
bidden liquid,-but perhaps nothing better cou~d 
be expected from an establishment which had 
been compelled to press into service its whole 
domestic force, from head-waiter to boot-black 
(including chambermaids). The dining-hall is 
too small, badly lighted, and worse ventilated. 
In short, the only thing which saved the whole 
affair this year from being an absolutely dis-
graceful failure was the speech-making. 
I am not alone in these opinions, and every 
one who was present at the dinner can testify 
to the truth of my assertions. Is not all 
this enough to prove the expediency of a return 
to the Allyn House, which is the only hotel in 
Hartford that can furnish adequate accommo-
dation for such festivities? At least, so long as 
the present system continues, no very large or 
enthusiastic assemblage can be convened at 
the annual feast, and, until some change is 
made, "my voice is still for war." 
Truly yours, ALUMNUS. 
New York, Aug. 1870. 
PLEASURES OF THE PHILOSOPHER. 
Gosse pitied the poor, Howard's heart bled 
for the prisoners, Florence Nightingale gave 
her tears and her services to the sick, and Bergh 
sighs for dumb animals, but in none of these 
cases is there so much need of commiseration 
as in that of those unfortunate beings who can 
imagine no pleasure in a life like that of Frank-
lin, Newton, Pascal or Archimedes. For as a 
man who defends a murderer or thief is justly 
suspected of being willing to murder or steal, 
so he who sees no pleasure in these lives is 
fairly considered devoid of that character which 
constitutes the philosopher. And then truly 
he becomes an object for sy~pathy. Think of 
the multifarious sources of enjoyment from 
which the unhappy mortal is excluded. Sup-
pose he should have an opportunity to walk in 
the diagonal of a square he cannot say to him-
self "As each side of this square is 837 feet 
to walk from this corner to the one diago-
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nally opposite, by going around would be to 
pass over a distance of 1674 feet while the 
square root of the sum of the squares of the 
two sides would be only I 5 I 2 feet." No, he can 
beguile the tediousness of the walk with no such 
joys of the Philosopher. Again the Philoso-
pher as he strolls ·down some winding walk can 
solace his mind with cakulating (from the dis-
tance in feet passed over in going I o 0 of the circle 
on a curve of which he walks) the diameter on 
each side of the circling path. Then as his 
roused mind leaps from one ecstatic joy to 
another, he can reckon the circumference of the 
two circles of which the two sides of the path 
form arcs, and ascertctin how much distance he 
saves by walking on the inside of the circle. 
Thus with his mind in the heavens, and 
all abstract from base matter, he can plunge 
through a mud puddle as serenely regardless of 
his shoes and breeches, as a bed-bug in a pan of 
milk. But from all this pleasure the unphilo-
sophical mind is cut off. . The practical man 
must walk straight forward with his mind in 
this world, must see the mud-puddle and then, 
alas, cannot walk through it because of certain 
thoughts of filthy lucre. Ah, it is hard that he 
should lose such joys; "so near and yet so 
far." If the Philosopher gets intoxicJ.ted with 
-with-the Binomial Theorem, he can at 
least navigate on a rhumb line. But, alas, the 
unphilosophic mind has no such blessed resort. 
If the Philosopher is knocked down by some 
brute of the ol 7nW: he can console his aching 
olfactory, or whatever member happens to re-
ceive the blow, with the reflection that he was 
not hit, that it is utterly impossible that he 
should have been hit, that no two particles of 
matter can come into absolute contact. That 
any slight sensation of pain which he may ex-
perience is merely owing to the repulsion of the 
particles of matter in the fist toward the parti-
cles in his person. And by these seasonable 
reflections the unpleasant sensations wi11 be 
entirely banished. 
. But these diversions are slight and trivial
7 
compared with some which lie open to the sage. 
For instance, what un-Newtonian mind could 
en joy reciting the tables of logarithms back-
wards. What un--H erschellian brain find pleas-
ure in ascertaining that "u Lyrae" will be pole 
star in I 3,000 years. But after this is ascer-
tained, what a calm satisfaction there is in look-
ing forward to the fulfilment of the calcula-
tion ! To be sure it is quite a good ways to 
look. But what of that? It does not cost 
any more. Then there is another well-spring 
of enjoyment connected with it. You can 
look about you and see hundreds of your fel-
low creatures (and imagine millions mere) who 
actually haven't the faintest idea that "" Lyrae" 
will be pole star in 13,000 years I Horrible! 
horrible!! Poor wretches! You wonder that 
such benighted creatures can live on day after 
day, and blindly think there is a joy in existence. 
Why, how can a man enjoy his dinner without 
knowing that "a Lyrae" will be pole star in 
13,000 years! Then think of the chemica 
Philosopher. What a world of pleasure is un-
folded to him. Speak of the pleasure of breath-
ing the clear mountain air, and your chemist 
turns on you with "Air, sir, be it on the 
mountain or on the plain, is simply N 5 0 
accompanied by a few other chemical constitu-
ents in varying quantities, and these give it its 
peculiar characteristics," and what can you say 
but "Ah!" And what is admiring a landscape, 
the ocean in its grandeur, or the sublimity of 
mountains with the poet's glow, compared with 
being able to turn to the poet and say, "Why, 
my dear sir, what does all this amount to? A 
mere monotonous repetition of the same com-
ponent parts. For I assure you that all organ-
ic life and water also contain, for the most part, 
but four chemical elements N, H, 0, C. 
In my laboratory you may see sixty elements 
instead of four. And surely no man would 
waste his praise on barrenness." Then the 
poet, effectually snubbed, subsides and the satis-
fied vanity of the Philosophical breast boils ,rnd 
bubble~ merrily for half an hour, 
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AF I'ERNOON CHAPEL. 
[In making place for the following com-
munication, we hope to encourage students in 
contributing to the TAR LET; in answering it, 
we believe we have expressed the views of the 
majority-Ens.] 
M essrs. Editors: In your last number, you 
asked the students to send communications to 
the TABLET, on any subject relating to college 
matterc;, I have long wanted to bring up for 
discussion, the subject of making afternoon 
chapel voluntary, and if you will make room 
for my opinion, I will be very much obliged to 
you. I do not pretend to represent officially 
any body of students ; I only want. to put to-
gether and publish the opinions of many to 
whose complaints I have been a listener, and 
with whose views, I confess myself a sym-
pathizer. 
I suppose it is useless to discuss the right of 
the thing, because the theory of a parental 
government being conceded, we cannot appeal 
from any law which does not impose outrageous 
restraints upon us. We must place the ques-
tion then upon the ground of expediency. 
The chief object, I suppose, of so much 
chapel, is to promote "the moral well-being" 
of the student. Well, does it? I think not. 
For this "moral well-being" can't be brought 
about, unless the student is devotional during 
service, and devotion can result from only 
three things: 1st, The natural humanizing in-
fluence of the place ; 2d, The better feelings 
produced b_y joining in the church service; 
3d, The private reverence of the student him-
self. Now I don't think anybod~T will pretend 
that the architectural beauty of the chapel is 
calculated to awaken devotional feelings., and I 
think twenty minutes contemplation a day, is 
amply sufficient for the most impressible. I 
admit the service is a pleasant one, and calcula-
ted to have a good influence, but by having it 
twice a day, it is made common, and inspires 
indifference only. As to the feelings of the 
individual himself, I can s:.iy from experience, 
that after a hard day's work, when one feels 
dull and tired, with Greek roots and Latin sub-
junctives lying like lead on the brain, it is sim-
ply impossible to join in the service with any 
sincerity. Besides, by having afternoon chapel 
at five o clock, there is not time enough left 
before tea, to take any beneficial amount of 
out-door exercise. There are times when 
many would like to attend chapel twice a day, 
but the feeling of compulsion kills all devotion 
and makes afternoon chapel degenerate into a 
cold routine and a bore. I don't say anything 
against morning chapel, but I do think that we 
ought to be allowed th~ privilege of staying 
away in the afternoon when we don't feel that 
chapel will do us any good. I think if it was 
made voluntary, it would tend to make students 
have more respect for the service, and exercise 
a better influence over them generally. Ex-
cuse my going at such length into the matter, 
but I think it is important and should like to 
have it agitated. Very truly yours, 
A SUBSCRIBER. 
We are not surprised to hear, at this date, 
a revival of the old out-cry against afternoon 
chapel. There are spasmodic seasons in our 
college life, when students become alarmed lest 
they should be contaminated by too frequent 
attendance on chapel services and be like 
the man of old, who was drowned in a cask of 
wine. The communication given above, is 
but a reproduction of views which have obtain-
ed among many students at all eras in the exis-
tence of the college. The reasons contained 
in it for making attendance on afternoon chap-
el volur:tary, have formed the ground-work of 
numerous petitions which have been sent to 
the faculty at different times, anti have as reg-
ularly been consigned to the dust and dignity of 
the table. 
All discipline rests upon authority, and au-
thority implies the ability to use compulsion in 
enforcing law. But there is no one idea more 
distasteful to our student minds than this same 
notion of compulsi,on. The very tholl;ght 
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seems an offence to our manhood and indepen-
dence. But we may go the world over and 
we cannot free ourselves from law. Different 
situations impose different obligations, but the 
obligation is always p·resent. We are now 
living under an authority which we have vol-
untarily accepted, but when once accepted 
must be obeyed. It is a requirement of this 
authority that we should at certain hours assem-
ble for intellectual, at others for moral, instruc-
tion. We may neglect our studies, or show 
contempt for chapel services, but the fault 
must be our own. The institution with which 
we are connected pledges itself to furnish cer-
tain means for our improvement, but it cannot 
be responsible for our individual use of those 
means-any further than to compel our atten-
dance at certain hours when opportunities for 
improvement are afforded. We have imposed 
certain restraints upon ourselves by the mere 
act of beginning an academic course, and sure-
ly a cheerful submission is better than futile 
and annoying protests. So much for "the right 
of the thing," which our subscriber waived in 
his discussion. 
As to the expediency of making attendance 
upon afternoor:i chapel voluntary, we will add a 
few words. The writer's fling at the internal 
arrangements(?) is unjust, and not in good taste. 
There is certainly nothing repulsive in its archi-
tecture, and we believe that a large majority of 
the older students have the pleasantest associa-
tions connected with the college chapel. If 
it is not properly appreciated, the fault rests with 
the student himself, who is strangely constitu-
ted, indeed, if he be so completely overcome 
·by a day of study, that the relaxation of twenty 
minutes rest in chapel, must be a time of "cold 
routine and a bore." If we admit the good 
which one chapel a day is calculated to produce, 
surely by the simplest of inferences, a repeti-
tion of the exercise would be productive of 
still further good. And despite all that may 
be said to the contrary, there is a kindly influ-
ence diffused, by the · assembling twice a day 
for religious exercise, of all officers and students 
of the college. It sounds oddly to hear com-
plaints against a serious exercise of twenty min-
utes, twice a day, simply because it infringes 
on one's time for physical exercise. Surely the 
addition of twenty minutes would not add very 
materially to one's facilities for out-of-door 
sports. On Wednesdays and Saturdays, when 
the whole afternoon is accorded to recreation, 
it is well that chapel should be voluntary-be-
cause a compulsory attendance on those days 
would seriously interfere with any lengthy ex-
cursions in which students might be inclined to 
indulge. But the same reason cannot be urged 
in favor of other days. 
We have intentionally refrained from discuss-
ing this question on a purely moral ground, 
because there would then be but one si<le to it, 
and we do not adjudge it the province of an 
Editor to indulge in sermonizing. We have 
simply tried to show that there is nothing un-
reasonable in the law which requires our atten-
dance upon afternoon chapel ; that we have 
accepted these rules of our own free will, and 
if the restraint which they impose is sometimes 
unpleasant and uncomfortable, it is wiser to 
submit, than to grumble. And in meeting the 
objections urged against the expediency of two 
chapels a day, we think we have reflected the 
opinions of the majority. We believe that 
every thoughtful student recognizes the advan-
tage of ' 4 letting 'good enough' alone," and 
will perceive after a little serious consideration, 
that the present arrangement is preferable on 
grounds of both right and expediency. 
MINOR MATTERS. 
With the return of the season it is to be 
expected that the enterprising journals of nu-
merous college towns will indulge in the cleanly 
and ennobling amusement of throwing mud at all 
things collegiate or literary. To what cause 
this manner of proceeding can be attributed is a 
problem which even with the aid of close scru-
tiny and zealous application we have been un-
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able to solve. Certain it is, however, that during 
the past few years both the secular and religious 
press of the country have particularly at this 
time-the commencement of the college year 
-given free reins to the educational critics of 
their respective staffs, and who no doubt stim-
ulated by their literary superiors in office, 
have hurled against colleges and college men 
the vilest of invective and the meanest of 
abuse. Should this mud business continue 
during the present season, we hope that a due 
regard for the truth and mathematical statistics 
will be among the few things which these liter-
ary dirt heavers and wonderfully educated cen-
sors will have the condescension to observe. 
There is one fact connected with the prize 
version declamations which is worthy of notice, 
which goes to show how verily circumstances 
alter cases, and that however prescient and far-
seeing the notions of a prizefounder may be 
that in this case they have been entirely disregard-
ed and have amounted to simply nothing. When 
these declamations were established it was con-
tended that the marks for translation and the 
merits of each effort as a specimen of English 
composition would give the competitors fairer 
chances and have great weight in determining 
the award. The truth, however, is to the con-
trary; the English and the matter of translation 
are now mere nonentities, and in every instance 
in these declamations that student has come off 
victorious, who in the opinion of the commit-
tee appointed to award the prize, has made the 
best appearance upon the stage ; in other words 
the contest is one of declamation alone. 
It has been currently reported that at a re-
cent examination for admission at one of our 
New England colleges, eight candidates were 
conditioned in spelling. This is certainly an 
undesirable commentary upon the systems of 
preparation for college which some of our 
boarding schools have seen fit to pursue. 
There is often, comparatively speaking, too 
much time devoted to Latin and Greek. Math-
ematics is cajoled into the belief that a few 
weeks will be sufficient for its wants while the 
English branches appear to be contented with 
a half dozen days and an occasional glance, 
while the would-be student is on his way to 
the college of his choice anxious in the expec-
tation of soon becoming one of its many 
members. He passes well in Latin and Greek, 
pulls through in Mathematics, and is condition-
ed in English. This is by no means an excep-
tional record and the fault, is not with the can-
didate but with his school. There is a grand 
chance for improvement there. Let the method 
of preparation be changed, and while we would 
not rob the classics of their time, by all means 
let the mathematical and more particularly 
the English branches have their full share. 
Mr Cornell's educational pyrotechnics at 
Ithaca went up like a rocket; they ·have come 
down like a stick. The literary fetichism of 
the nineteenth century has not been a :,enged, 
and we look with eyes of interest at the would-
be avenger. That the Cornell U nivers:ty is 
not sound to the core ; that its instructors are 
not pleased with its general management ; that 
its finances are, to put it mildly, in an undesira-
ble condition are facts which the general pub-
lic will do well to notice. This collegiate con-
cern which has made the foolish attempt to 
revolutionize American education has underta-
ken too much, and in consequence thereof has 
come to grief. A number of its professors 
have resigned, the friends on which it relied 
for support have been discovered to be no friends 
at all, and the project itself, absurdly empiri-
cal in its character, is everyday showing the 
signs of its utter weakness and indiscretion. 
In this instance as in some others, it is not true 
that while the experiment . has failed, the prin-
ciple remains the same. The experiment was 
not founded on principle. Hence its fail-
ure. Cornell is learning the lesson that it is not 
well to have too many literary irons in the 
same collegiate fire. 
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COLLEGE AND CAMPUS. 
After a silence of two months, college halls 
again resound with voices. Again we are 
asked the time-honored "Have you enjoyed 
your vacation? " and again, not wishing to 
startle any one by our originality, we respond 
" Oh ! had a delightful time." Again the 
Freshmen wander around like so many cats in 
strange garret . Indeed some of us older 
habitues have acknowledged a certain strange-
ness which the face of Alma Mater wore even 
to our accustomed eyes. We, at least the clas-
sically inclined, have felt rising in our throats, 
"~.(antum mutatus ab ilia Hectort:." For ham-
mer, trowel, and brush have been busily en-
gaged, during the summer, in renovating the 
buildings. The rooms have been, for the 
greater part, re-papered, and in many instances 
re-painted. 
The masonry about Seabury Hall has been 
carefully repaired, and a paved walk, raised 
about a foot above the surface level, has been 
laid on the north side of the building and will 
probably soon be extended to Brownell and 
Jarvis Halls. When th_is shall have been ac-
complished we will no longer be subject to that 
unpleasant doubt, as to whether propriety de-
manded that we should walk or swim, which of 
old sometimes perplexed us in going round the 
chapel. The old sidewalks on Trinity St. and 
Rifle Avenue have been replaced by neat spec-
imens of flagging built on an entirely different 
plan from any others in Hartford, viz., the dead 
level plan. 
The campus too has been the scene of nu-
merous changes. Various " monarchs of the 
wood" have yielded their sway, and the result 
of their removal is to give the campus a freer 
and more spacious appearance, while the re-
maining trees are now left in some regularity. 
These things it gives us pleasure to commu-
nicate to our graduates, for we know how wel-
come to every alumnus are the improvements 
of his Alma Mater. 
In connection with these so welcome changes 
there is another which occurs to us as being 
very desirable; the cutting of two more pas-
sage-ways between the sections of Brownell 
Hall. The one on the ground floor, although 
saving much weariness, is not sufficient to meet 
the wants of the occupants of these sections. 
At present it is almost as much of a journey 
to go from a sky-parlor in the middle section 
to one in the south section, as to go down to 
the post office. The expense of cutting door-
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ways on the third and fourth floors would 
be slight, and the strength of the building 
would not be materially injured. Perhaps a 
a petition more fully setting forth this mat-
ter, would bring about this "consummation 
devoutly to be wished." 
Omitting mention of any exciting rushes (as 
there have been none) and saying nothing 
about the valiant Sophomores who instead 
of smoking out a Fresh, jumped out of a 
second story window, we pass on to chronicle 
the changes in regard to the reading room. The 
Committee for the past year have appointed 
their successors, and have transferred to them 
all funds remaining from the collections of last 
year. Yet as these will not be sufficien.t, we 
ask for them a ready response to the call for· 
cash. 
BOATING AT TRINITY. 
After waiting with much anxiety for the result 
of the boat-race between Oxford and Cambridge, 
many of us, no doubt, turned somewhat sad-
ly to the state of boating matters at Trinity, 
wondering if the day would ever come when 
we should see the Green and White victorious 
at Lake Quinsigamond. Nor is this feeling 
altogether unnatural. Many who have the 
interests of the college at heart wish her suc-
cess in every possible department; and would 
like to see her sons as famous in the arena of 
muscle, as in that of mind. But let us con-
sider whether such distinction is really desi-
rable. 
Those who read the accounts of the race 
above referred to given in the English papers, 
can hardly have failed to notice that, with all the 
praises of the pluck and physique of the young 
athletes, there was mingled a subdued but strong 
undercurrent of disapproval. It was hinted that, 
fine and manly as the English undergraduate is 
in many respects, his ideal, in too many cases, 
is fast tending towards physical accomplish-
ments, as opposed to mental cultivation. That 
it is all well enough for him to be a good rider, 
and a good shot, with just enough Latin in his 
head to help him through an occasional quota-
tion; but that he was sent to college for other, 
and far higher objects, and that it is absolutely 
wrong to slight those opportunities which can 
be had in a university only, for others which· 
can be obtained equally well elsewhere. Nor 
were there lacking dark surmises as to whether 
the rowers were not influenced by other motives 
beside a thirst for aquatic fame. An English 
writer makes the following remarks in this re-
gard: H The race is scrupulously fair, and no-
body has ventured to hint that the crews 
have ever been influenced by any thing but a 
thirst for aquatic glory. But it is beginning to 
be a subject for bets, and the reporters of low 
sporting newspapers haunt the banks of the 
river to comment upon the practice of the 
crews." Such, then, seems to be the feeling 
of the wiser and more thoughtful in England, 
in regard to the tendency of boat racing, as at 
present conducted. 
And what seems to be the feeling of similar 
minds in our own country? Not long ago a 
writer in the C1llege C,urant made the following 
remarks in an article on the encouragement 
which their faculty gave to boating and base-
ball: "Not only are we forbidden to have the 
race in term time, to play any match games out 
of town, to use any such means as the Harvard 
men do to increase the pecuniary resources of 
their boat and ball clubs, as theatricals, etc. ; 
but now comes the fiat that we can play match 
games of ball only on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons." It is evident, therefore that the 
Faculty of Yale College are opposed to the 
system which is in vo6ue in Oxford and Cam-
bridge, and to a great extent in Harvard also, 
of allowing ball and boating to encroach upon 
the regular college curriculum, and to monopo-
lize the time of the under.graduates. Nor is 
this to be wondered at. Things have come to 
such a pass that at present there exists in those 
colleges two distinct classes, the boating or 
base-ball men, and the studious men; and me , 
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bership in the one all but necessitates exclusion 
from the other. 
Now the evils of such a state of things are 
obvious. Instead of becoming a means of 
healthful relaxation and exercise, these sports 
have actually grown to be the business of 
many of the collegians, and not only do they 
monopolize the larger part of their time, but 
t1eir thoughts and interests are so entirely cen-
tered in them that the young men are unable 
to study when they otherwise might do so. 
It is evident, then, that the faculty of a 
college, by encouraging such a system, would 
countenance a state of things utterly opposed 
to the purposes for which colleges are founded, 
and to the welfare of the undergraduates. 
In consideration of these circumstances, we 
have reason to be glad, rather than sorry, at 
the condition of boating matters at Trinity. 
Our boat-club is well organized, the boat is 
in good condition, and scarcely a holiday after-
noon passes during which it is not out. The 
land which Mrs. Colt so kindly presented us 
for a boat-house is finely situated, and. friends 
of the college have been so generous in their 
subscriptions that ample funds have been raised 
to erect a building thoroughly suited for the 
purpose. This done we shall have the means 
of carrying out the designs with which the boat-
club was formed, viz., that of affording an 
amusement entirely healthful, and open to all. 
At the same time there will be no monopolizing 
of time which should be devoted to study. 
The only thing needed is more general interest 
on the part of the students. Let the upper class-
men lend their aid and encouragement, and 
they will find plenty of support from the rest 
of the college. This was what was needed 
last year; let the members of the present Sen·-
ior and Junior classes, come forward and do 
their part. 
There may, indeed, be those who will say 
that we would send a boat to Worcester to-day 
if we could. But to those we beg leave to 
reply that, be this as it may it is certainly a 
blessing that we cannot do so; and that the 
day is not far off when we will appreciate the 
wisdom of the course which providentially has 
been forced upon us. 
OUR NATAL DAY. 
Messrs Editors: Nearly a year ago, at the 
dedication of the Brownell statue, our good 
Bishop suggested the propriety of hereafter 
keeping the 16th of May, or "Trinity Natal 
Day" as a whole holiday, dignified by appropri-
ate ceremonies. Although this suggestion 
came from such a high authority on church 
and college matters, no particular notice of it 
seemed to have been taken, until last anniver-
sary had nearly arrived, and even then so little 
attention was paid to the matter, that the fac-
ulty very properly refused to grant a holiday, 
on the ground that they had not thoroughly 
considered the question, and therefore did not 
wish to establish a precedent. Something was 
said at commencement time, however, in re-
gard to it, if we remember rightly, but as yet 
the undergraduates know nothing definitely as 
to how the next anniversary will be celebrated, 
or in fact whether it will be celebrated at all. 
I therefore take the liberty of suggesting 
through your columns, that the students take 
prompt actiou in regard to this question. Let 
a committee be appointed to wait on the fac-
ulty, and respectfully request, that in the col-
lege calendar, the words," May 16-Holiday," 
be inserted, in order that hereafter that date 
may mark one of the gala days of Trinity. 
Another suggestion, Messrs. Editors, and I 
will not tax your paper further. We all know 
that the Seniors have their hands full of work, 
and are really pressed for time after the " Easter 
recess." With reviews, chemical essays, 
commencement orations, prize poems and 
essays, not to speak of the multifarious class-
day addresses and duties, all of the graduating 
class are entirely occupied, and have few leis-
ure moments. Why not, then, let the Junior 
class conduct the "Natal day" celebration, and 
The Trinity Tablet. 1 39 
whatever exercises, speeches, and preparations 
there may be, in the same way as the Seniors 
take charge of the 22d of February. If this 
plan were adopted, each class would have some 
particular college exercises to conduct, every 
year, not the least of which would be duly 
celebrating the birthday of the Alma Mater we 
all love so well. X. 
Our Natal Day, and its proper celebration, 
are subjects which have long been in our 
thoughts, and we are glad to receive any com-
munications in regard to them. We approve 
"X's" suggestion that a committee be appoint-
ed to wait on the faculty for the purpose of 
having the day inserted in the list of college 
holidays, and recommend prompt action in this 
connection. It is certainly an occasion worthy 
of celebration; and the arrangements should 
be made in good season, so that sufficient care 
may be taken in the preparation of a pro-
gramme. If the occasion is worthy of cele-
bration at all, it is worthy of our very best ef-
forts, especially in a literary point of view. 
Our correspondent's second suggestion, how-
ever, we beg leave to qualify. It is indeed 
true that throughout their second term the 
Seniors are very much pressed for time, so that 
they could hardly do justice to an order of ex-
ercises requiring literary labor, in addition to 
all their other engagements. But we hardly 
think the celebration of our Natal Day would 
be the best thing for them to dispense with. 
That is a day when the college should employ 
its best representatives, and its most matured 
talent; and these are certainly to be found in 
the Senior class. It seems to us that a better 
arrangement would be to place the exercises on 
Washington's Birthday . in the hands of the 
Juniors, reserving the other for the Senior 
class. This would cause the latter little or 
no ('Xtra work, while at the same time it would 
give the Juniors what they certainly ought to 
have, the privilege of conducting at least one of 
the many college exercises. 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT. 
The Scheme of exercises in the English 
Department for this term is given below, in 
order that each student may have an exact 
copy ready for reference. 
SCHEDULE OF 
THEMES, ORIGINAL ORATIONS, AND EXTEMPO-
RANEOUS DISCUSSIONS. 
Christmas Term, A. D. I 870. 
SENIORS. 
ORIGINAL ORATIONS. ExTEMPORANJ!OUs D1scuss10Ns. 
Nov. 16. Dec. 14. Oct. 16 Nov. 23. 
JUNIORS. 
ORIGINAL ORATIONS. 
Oct. 27. Nov. 24. 
THEMES. 
SENIORS. 
[Oct 12.] 
The Relation of Language to Thought. 
[Nov. 9.J 
The Tendency of the Age regarding the Rights 
of Woman. 
[Dec . 7.J 
Mystery in Philosophy and Religion. 
JUNIORS. · 
[Oct. 13.J 
Past and Present Republican Experiments m 
France. 
[Nov. IO.] 
The History of the Temporal Power of the Pope. 
[Dec. 8.J 
The Pyramids of Egypt and Central Park of 
New York as Symbols. 
SOPHOMORES. 
[Oct. 14.J 
The Life of Moses. 
[Nov. I 1.J 
The Character of Mar_y Queen of Scots. 
[Dec. 9.J 
America before its Discovery by Columbus. 
FRESHMEN. 
Written Translations from Greek and Latin 
Alternate. Oct. 6, Oct. 27, Nov. ,17, Dec. 8. 
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PARTICLES. 
No Rush this ·year.--One third of the 
applicants for admission into the Fre,hman 
class were rejected.--A propos, a good motto 
for '74, " Honor and Fame from no conditions 
rise."--The newly elected Professors have 
taken their seats.--The extemporalia in 
the Latin and Greek Departments will receive 
the same careful attention as ever, during the 
coming year.--The legacy of the late Chester 
Adams, Esq., will probably amount to between 
$60,000 and $70,000.--New curators have 
been appointed for the Reading Room.--
Lost ! A Spouse.--The Library will soon be 
opened twice a week.--The Freshmen Bib(b) 
arrived but was not fitted well enough.--Gov. 
English, and Messrs. James Goodwin, George 
Beach, and C. H. N orthani have been elected 
Trustees, to fill the places of the late Hon. 
Isaac Toucey, Bishop Huntington, Dr. Wash-
burn and Pliny A. Jewett, Esq.--Though a 
new Literary Society (in which dues are to be 
abclished) is expected to arise from the Partheno-
Athemeum ashes, we understand it will not be a 
Fee-Pnyx.--A new iron-railing for the cam-
pus has been ordered from England.-The north 
end of the campus is to be ploughed up and let go 
to grass.--The creditors of the Euterpean 
Society may be glad to know that it has paid its 
last debt-to N ature.--Bishop Williams will 
begin his course 'of lectures to the Seniors and 
Juniors, next Friday.--Matriculation into the 
Grand Tribunal was necessarily postponed 
from July 12th, to--.This week sometime 
the Hartford Female Seminary opens. No more 
dancing. How Sto(we)ical !--The voice of 
the siren was heard on the west campus one 
Thursday night.--Don't let your coal-car-
rier cheat you. The regular price sanctioned 
by custom, is fifty cents per ton for carrying it 
in on the ground floor, seventy-five on the 
second floor, one dollar on the third, and 
and one dollar and a quarter on the fourth.--
N o more Wednesday afternoon holidays after 
November 1st. 
COLLEGE CLIPPINGS. 
AMHERST. 
Walker Hall will will be dedicated in October. 
'73 and '74 have exchanged compliments through 
the medium of a cane contest. 
The institution is soon to revel in the delights of 
of a lecture from Ser a tor Revels. 
The Porter Prize for the best examination for 
admission has been awarded to J. F. Forbes. 
Prof. Crowell has returned from his foreign tour 
with his heal th much improved. 
Several members of the Soph.omore class are spend-
ing their fall vacation on the ·' Sabine Farm" and 
elsewhere. 
Prof. J. H. Churchill of Andover Theological 
Seminary, has been appointed Lecturer on Rhetoric, 
and E. Root, '67, Williston, Instrnctor in English. 
The college is not disheartened by its aquatic ill 
luck at Worcester, and intends to "send a crew to 
the next regatta that shall bear away the victory." 
The residents of Amherst have refused to license 
the sale of beer, ale, and . porter. Meanwhile the 
college well is dry for the first time in twenty years. 
The stude~ts will have to come down to cider. 
BATES, 
The fall term opened on the first of the month. 
The Freshman class numbers twenty-one. 
The improvements on the college buildings are 
nearly completed. The chapel and gymnasium are 
finished as is also the north end of Parker Hall. 
Pror.' Angell, who has just returned from Europe, 
has entered on hi.s duties as Professor of Modern 
Languages. During the year he will give a course of 
lectures on German and French Literature. 
CORNELL. 
The library has received many additions during 
the vacation. 
Two hundred and fifty applicant!' have p,.ssed sat-
isfactorily the examinations for admission. 
Hon. Hiram Sibley, of Rochester, is about to erect 
a structure one hundred by fifty feet to contain the 
printing office and machine shops. 
The Brnilian exped.ition has been heard from. 
All the members are in g•)od health, and arc meet-
ing with unexpected success in their scientific investi-
gations. 
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DARTMOUTH. 
R ev. Dr. Lord, for many years president of the 
college, died at Hanover a few weeks since. 
Culver Hall is rapidly progressing. It will contain 
a chemical laboratory, and museums for natural his-
tory. 
Prof. Hitchcock, with a class from the Chandler 
Scientific School, has been exploring among the 
White Mountains. Important discoveries in refer• 
ence to their geological structure have been made. 
.It is said that the college has received nearly one 
hundred thousand dollars for its agricultural school. 
It has bought a farm of two hundred acres. There 
are seven in the school. 
Nathan M. Chase, of Concord, to whom was 
tendered the professorship of mathematics, made 
vacant by Prof. Woodman's resignation, has declined 
the situation, preferring co continue in the practice of 
Jaw. 
HOBART. 
The Freshmen class is quite small. 
Dr. H. N. Eastman has resigned his professorship, 
and accepted a position in the Buffalo Medical Col -
lege. 
Prof. Chaffin has also resigned his post as assistant 
professor, and intends to make Buffalo his future 
home. 
YALE. 
One hundred and forty-nine students have entered 
the Freshmen class. 
Somebody has stolen '67's ivy, whereat there is a 
howl. It has been suggested to the thief not to take 
the ivy with him_ when he dies, as the climate of his 
future residence would probably not be well adapted 
to the successful culture of plants. 
The base ball-club is officered as follows :-Presi-
dent, H. R. Elliot; Treasurer, W. ~. Moody; Sec-
retary, H. W. B. Howard: Captain of 1st nine, Clar-
ence Deming. A new nine is being formed, and 
challenges have been sent to the Atlantics. and Red 
Stockings, who intend to make an eastern tour this fall. 
1 he Kappa Sigma Epsilon initiation took place on 
the evening of the 19th. The Seniors and Juniors 
stole all the candidates. A ro·N in the street was the 
1esult of the initiation and as usual the agility of the 
New Haven Police ex hibited itself by arresting three 
non-combatants. The initiations of Gamma Nu and 
Delta Kappa took place the following evening. 
EXCHANGES. 
The A mherst Student comes to us with commend-
able promptness. 
The Protestant Churchman continues to make its 
weekly visits. It is admirably conducted and its 
news columns are replete with well selected items. 
The Cornell Era is now dignified by an outside 
sheet--a sort of advertising cover. We don't regard 
it as an improvement. The present issue has one 
original undergraduate article . 
Yale has now a distinct organ of its own in the 
Yale Courant. It is not connected with the College 
Courant.. vV e presume this change of base as regards 
the latter paper, will be highly gratif)1ing to the Har-
vard Advocate. 
The September number of the College Review is 
full of interesting matter. The letter from TRII\ITY 
is quite interesting, and would be even more so, if 
the proof reader had been less careless in his cor-
rections. 
The EDITORS return thanks to Rev. Prof. Simonson, 
for tickets to his lecture on Germany. 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
ESTABLlSHED 188G. 
THOilUS STEELE & SON, 
JrrodGrn mHl $ nr:rq5mtff ts, 
lliouutin.;r 
A 
Specialty. 
C ~~ ,a,t_c ~,to l ' ~-0. 'V\'\,o/\'\.dh1 
,a ,'\J ~,\,c,e,:\ OA,\1 i l o1n.~h, 
$J, iJ''l' 
t x,S;.,~ tJ=, ""c\ 
~ic,e,h,o=~levt«l ~~,a\~1 
~ MJ\'\,(l ~LJ~11 ,c,\,c 
Agcntll' for the sale of the celebra ted 
PATIK PHILLIPP & Co., & M. GRoss11ANN 
WATCHES. 
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DEMING & GUNDLACH, 
Watches, Jewelry, 
SILVER WARE, ETC., 
NO. 20 ST ATE STREET, 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
Watches of all kinds repaired 
in the best manner and 
warranted to run well. 
H. A. DEMING. L. GUNDLACH. 
The CollegeBootmaker. 
WM. LINKE, 
No. 3 AsYLUM STREET, 
Would call the attention of his numerous pat-
College Book Store. 
BROWN & GROSS, 
Booksellers c:5 Stationers, 
NO. 49 ASYLUM STREET, 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
F. A. BROWN. W. H. GROSS. 
HENRY S. BRIGGS, 
38 I MAIN Sr., HARTFORD, CT. 
ORNAMENTAL 
CONFECTIONER, 
Ladies' and Gentlemen's lee 
Cream and Dining Room. 
WEDDING & OC"JHER PARTIES 
Supplied with every requisite. 
REILLY'S 
Dancing .Acade1ny, 
271 MAIN ST., HARTFORD, CT. 
rons to his new stock of FRENCH CALF-SKIN MR. REILLY respectfully annonnces that he has one 
just imported. The best of materials and a of the best furnished and most convenient academies 
PERFECT FIT i!Uaranteed. in the country, which he will let on reasonable terms, 
F. A. SYKES, 
o. 7 ALLYN HousE, HARTFORD, CONN. 
FANCY BAKERY & LUNCH ROOMS. 
Weddings, Collations, Dinners, Soirees, 
Furnished in the most recherche style. 
w AITERS AND MUSIC FURNISHED. 
Particular attention given to getting up 
College "Spreads." 
for Dancing Parties, Receptions, Germans, etc. 
Particular attention paid to dancing classes in 
young ladies'Seminaries in every part of the State. 
MR. REILLY will make arrangements far the 
instruction of private classes, and far those persons 
who desire to learn the German. 
Address 
P. H. REILLY, 
P.O. Box 647. HARTFORD, CT. 
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R. G. W ATEROUS, Hart, Merriam & Co., 
TI-IE HATTER. 325 MAIN STREET. 
THE CORNER HAT STORE, 313 MAIN ST., CARPETS, CURTAIN MATERIALS, 
Corner of Asylum, Hartford, Conn. 
ALL xrnos oF Oil Cloths, Mattresses and 
HATS, CAPS, AND FURS: BEDDING, 
CHILDREN'S HATS AND CAPS. PAPER HANGINGS, &c~ 
We shall sell Fine Goods at Low Prices, ALL OF THE 
LATEST STYLES. 
E. S. HIGGINS & CO., 
Druggists and Apothecaries, 
139 Main Street. 
DEALERS IN 
DRUGS, MEDICI ES, TOILET A D FA CY 
ARTICLES. 
CHOICE WINES AND CIGARS 
Constantly on hand. 
PRESCOTT & WHITE, 
Artist Photographers 
TO . THE 
CLASSES OF SEVENTY, , 
AT 
TRINITY AND YALE. 
ESTABLISHED 1836. 
CASE, LOCKWOOD & BRAINARD, 
PRINTERS AND BOOKBINDERS, 
COR ER PEARL AND TRUMBULL STS., HARTFORD, CONN. 
COLLEGE PRINTING 
of all descriptions. 
PRINTERS OF 
THE TRINITY TABLET. 
N E SUGDEN. C. R. HART, L. B. Mn.aIAM. 
A CARD. 
w. HORACE STILLMAN, 
Of the firm of Stillman & Co., would respectfully 
inform his former patrons, and all others, of his re• 
moval to the store of the late Lorenzo Daniels, where 
he will be pleased to show an entirely new stock of 
HATS, CAPS, GLOVES &c., 
Of the Latest and "Nobhiest" S!J.Zes. 
REMEMBER THE PLACE ! 
331 Main St., "Hill's Block." 
KNOX. K OX. 
KNOX HAT STORE! 
The largest and best selected stock of 
HATS & CAP 
Always 0n hand. 
ONE PRICE. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 
KNOX. 
C. F. ABBOTT, 
45 ASYLUM ST. 
K OX. 
SEIDLER & MAY, 
Manufacturers and Dealers in all kinds of 
FURNITURE! 
Elegant Parlor & ~hamber Sets, 
HAIR MATTRESSES, 
FEATHERS, &c., 
At No. 14, and over Io and I 2 Ford Street. 
HARTFORD. CONN. 
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STUDENTS, ATTENTION! 
.. , .. 
FALL AND WINTER GOODS, 
FOR GENTLEMEN. 
Having just returned from New York with a fine selection of 
FALL AND WINTER GOODS, 
FOR GENTLEMEN'S WEAR, 
I am prepared now to show them to my patrons and the citizens of Hartford in general, and 
will be happy to make them up in the most fashionable stv les and perfect manner. I do not hes-
itate to say that this stock is second to none ever offered.in this city. 
CALL AND SEE FOR YouRSELVES. 
AT 
Conklin's Bazaar! 
264 MAIN STREET. 
FALL GOODS. 
We are prepared to furnish our friends and cus-
tomers with everything in the way of 
JOHN J. LEHR, 
266 MAIN STREET, 
HENRY SCHULZE, 
The old and original 
COLLEGE TAILOR, 
253 MAIN STREET. 
Men's Furnishing Goods A Choice Selection of Goods 
At very low prices for Cash. 
UNDERSHIRTS AND DRAWERS, 
VERY CHEAP! 
HOSE, GLOVES, SUSPENDERS, NECK TIES, 
SCARFS, 
SHIRTS, 
COLLARS, 
TOILET GOODS, 
&c., &c. 
H. W. CONKLIN. 
ALWAYS 
On hand, from which the "nobbiest" suits will b.} 
made at reasonable prices. 
Students' custom solicited. 
HE RY SCHULZE, 
253 Main St., opposite the Post Otfice. 
